Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus Catholic Church
1394 Ashville Court, Leeds, AL 35094 (P.O. Box 525)
www.sttheresaleeds.org
Like us on Facebook
Visit Fr. Gray Bean on YouTube
Office phone: 205-352-3741
Rectory phone: 205-702-6356
Daily Mass: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00AM, Weekend Masses: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM,
10:30AM & 2:00PM (Spanish language), Confessions: Saturday, 3:30PM & Sunday, 7:30AM,
Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday, 6:00PM, The Holy Rosary: 30 minutes before each Mass

The Week of April 14th

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Weekly Intentions: Saturday, April 13: 5:00PM, Mae Clara Hicks (RIP), Sunday, April 14:
8:00AM, Kathleen DePhillips (SI), 10:30AM, for the people, Tuesday, April 16: 9:00AM,
Alexander King, Jr. & Sr. (RIP), Wednesday, April 17: 9:00AM, Maria Fatima Tomas (SI),
Thursday, April 18: 7:00PM, Kristie Bean Thorne (SI)
“Fr. Bean’s Book Club” Wednesday, April 17: OFF
Our next book will be The Light of Christ by Fr. Thomas Joseph White, O.P.
Please read the introduction for the first meeting on April 24

The Father Jim Naughton Scholarship
During his many years as Pastor of St. Theresa, Fr. Jim set aside funds from several personal
sources, including a portion of his pay and other monies given to him, or on his behalf. Before
leaving for his Eternal Reward, he requested that the monies be used for the youth of the Parish;
and hence this Annual Scholarship program was established. The scholarship is open to all
registered youth of St. Theresa entering grades 6 – 12 in a Catholic School, Institution, or
Homeschool Program for the school-year 2019-2020. Students are judged according to grade
level; and up to three $500 awards will be made. Application forms and criteria are available at
the Parish Office. The deadline to return all documents is Noon on Monday, June 3, 2019.
Awards are for one year at a time, but previous winners may re-apply in subsequent years.
LENTEN CONFESSION TIMES
Saturday, April 13: 3:30PM
Sunday, April 14: 7:30AM & 1:30PM
Wednesday, April 17: 6:00PM
Holy Saturday, April 20: 3:30PM

LOOKING AHEAD TO HOLY WEEK:
Tuesday, April 16: Mass, 9:00AM, Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 11:00AM
Wednesday, April 17, Mass 9:00AM, Holy Hour & Confessions, 6:00PM
Holy Thursday, April 18: Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00PM
Good Friday, April 19: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, 3:00PM
Holy Saturday, April 20: Confessions, 3:30PM, The Great Vigil of Easter, 7:00PM
Easter Sunday, April 21: Masses at 8:00AM, 10:30AM & 2:00PM

WHY ARE IMAGES VEILED IN CHURCH DURING THE LAST WEEKS OF LENT?
It seems strange that during the most sacred time of year Catholics cover everything that
is beautiful in their churches, even the crucifix. Shouldn’t we be looking at the painful scene at
Calvary while we listen to the Passion narrative on Palm Sunday? While it may appear
counterintuitive to veil statues and images during the final weeks of Lent, the Catholic Church
recommends this practice to heighten our senses and build within us a longing for Easter
Sunday.
The rubrics can guide us. In the Roman Missal we find the instruction, “In the Dioceses
of the United States, the practice of covering crosses and images throughout the church from
[the fifth] Sunday [of Lent] may be observed.” Families are also encouraged to imitate this
practice and veil prominent religious images in their homes. It helps us to participate in the
liturgical season, especially if we are prevented from going to Mass during the week. Otherwise
we only see the veiled images in church once or twice before Easter and it has a minor effect on
us. It is also a beautiful tradition to pass down to our children, who will be intrigued by it and it
will make this time of year truly special for them. We go through great lengths to decorate our
homes for Easter, so why not prepare for the great feast by using veils?
But why go through such lengths to cover up images that are designed to raise our hearts
and minds toward heaven? First of all, we use veils to alert us of the special time that we are in.
When we walk into church and notice everything is covered, we immediately know that
something is different. These last two weeks of Lent are meant to be a time of immediate
preparation for the Sacred Triduum and these veils are a forceful reminder to get ready.
Secondly, the veils focus our attention on the words being said at Mass. When we listen to the
Passion narrative, our senses are allowed to focus on the striking words from the Gospel and
truly enter into the scene.
Third, the Church uses veils to produce a heightened sense of anticipation for Easter
Sunday. This is further actualized when you attend daily Mass and see the veils each day. You
don’t want them to be there because they are hiding some very beautiful images. And therein
lies the whole point: the veils are not meant to be there forever. The images need to be unveiled;
it is unnatural for them to be covered. The unveiling before the Easter Vigil is a great reminder
of our own life on earth. We live in a “veiled” world, in exile from our true home. It is only
through our own death that the veil is lifted and we are finally able to see the beauty of
everything in our lives.

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON HOLY THURSDAY, GOOD
FRIDAY AND EASTER MONDAY. HAVE A HAPPY EASTER!
Quote of the Week: “Humor can get in under the door while seriousness is still fumbling
at the handle.”
--G.K. Chesterton

