
Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus Catholic Church
1394 Ashville Court, Leeds, AL 35094 (P.O. Box 525)

www.sttheresaleeds.org Like us on Facebook Visit Fr. Gray Bean on YouTube
Office phone: 205-352-3741 Rectory phone: 205-702-6356

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 10:00AM-12:00PM
Weekend Masses: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM, 10:30AM & 2:00PM (Spanish 
language), Daily Mass: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00AM, Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday, 

6:00PM, Confessions: Saturday, 4:00PM & Sunday, 7:30AM, 
The Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 30 minutes before each Mass

The Week of November 3, 2019 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL AGES, EACH SUNDAY AT 9:00AM, PARISH LIFE 

CENTER, PRESCHOOL THROUGH ADULTS, FOR MORE INFO. CALL US!

Weekly Mass Intentions: Saturday, November 2, 5:00PM, (RIP), For the Souls in 
purgatory,  Sunday, November 3, 8:00AM, Kristie Thorne (RIP), 10:30AM, the people of 

the parish, Tuesday, November 5, 9:00AM, Deceased members of the Legion of Mary 
(RIP), Wednesday, November 6, Robert Bessette (RIP), Thursday, November 7, Ed and 

Katherine Cusick (RIP), Friday, November 8, 9:00AM, for the Souls in in Purgatory

Fr. Bean’s Book Club will meet this Wednesday at 10:00AM in the Parish Life Center 
Library. Our book is The Light of Christ by Fr. Thomas Joseph White (CUA Press)

TWENTY-FOUR HOURS OF PRAYER, REPARATION AND EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION: Tuesday, November 12-Wednesday, November 13, 7:00PM-7:00PM, 
Please sign up in the front foyer. If you don’t sign up, then come by and pray anyhow!!! 

The Latest Cartoon by our own Anthony Stanley



Praying for the souls of those who have died: A Brief Primer
Have you lost a loved one who passed away, or knows someone who has? Prayers for 
souls in purgatory can help them. While we can derive great comfort from the hope 
that our loved ones are enjoying Eternal Life with God, it never hurts to pray for their 
souls in any case.  In purgatory, the souls of many of those who have died in God’s 
grace undergo purification so that they may enter heaven. 
The Prayer of St. Gertrude, below, is one of the most famous of the prayers for souls in 
purgatory. St. Gertrude the Great was a Benedictine nun and mystic who lived in the 
13th century. Our Lord promised her that 1000 souls would be released from 
purgatory each time it is said devoutly. This is a great prayer for focusing on helping 
the Holy Souls in Purgatory nonetheless:
Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union 
with the Masses said throughout the world today, for all the holy souls in purgatory, for 
sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal church, those in my own home and within 
my family. Amen.
Many of the Fathers of the Church, such as St. Augustine and St. John Chrysostom, 
considered prayers for souls in purgatory to be essential. The church has endorsed the 
doctrine of purgatory from the Councils of Florence and Trent in the 15th and 16th 
centuries right up through Vatican II in the 1960s. 
November is traditionally an especially important month to pray for those in 
purgatory, and many visit the graves of the departed. While the sacrament of penance 
(confession) is essential for the forgiveness of sins, purgatory may still be necessary for 
many of us to satisfy the temporal punishment still due for venial and forgiven mortal 
sins. 
To get a better handle on what this means, think of a kid who breaks a window while 
playing ball. He can, and should, apologize to the person whose window has been 
broken, but either he or his parents, (or both!) still have to pay to fix it! 
While the souls in purgatory can do nothing for themselves, their purification "pays for 
the damages" of their sins. It makes whatever restitution remains for these sins to God. 
For another good way to look at it, think of your soul at baptism as being bright white. 
In your daily life, it picks up bits of grime from sin, much like snow in a city a few days 
after a winter storm. Even with frequent confession, many of us still need purgatory to 
really get our souls really spotless. Purgatory is more than just some sort of Divine 
Detergent, however. It prepares souls for their heavenly home!

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “It is not Death that will come to fetch me, it is the good 
God. Death is no phantom, no horrible specter, as presented in pictures. In the 
catechism, it is stated that death is the separation of soul and body, that is all! Well, I 
am not afraid of a separation, which will unite me to the good God forever.”

--St. Therese of the Child Jesus


